Oak Grove High School

Grizzlies
Golf Handbook
Golf is a challenging and humbling game. My goal is for each golfer at OGHS to develop a lifelong love of the sport, improve his/her skill level, and compete for conference championships. Most importantly, I want each student-athlete to become an honorable and hard-working young man/woman. We will demonstrate this every day in practice and at matches and tournaments, and also in the classroom.
High school golf allows golfers to compete as individuals and teams. Since it is a competitive sport, the expectation is every player will practice to improve skills and course management. Students who don’t desire to practice and compete against other golfers need not participate in OGHS golf. 
Because we are a team, teamwork and unity will be stressed. We will encourage one another and assist each other to improve our games and perform at the highest possible level. Golf is ultimately an individual sport that requires an extremely high skill level to perform at the highest level. In order to improve your skill level, you must be willing to work on your own.

“If you don’t invest much, then defeat doesn’t hurt very much and winning is not very exciting.”-Dick Vermeil

All student/athletes will be respectful to employees, patrons, and others when visiting golf courses.  We are guests at their facilities. They have the right to refuse our access at any time. OGHS Grizzlies Golfers will be the best-behaved and most responsible students to use the courses and practice facilities. 
 I believe that without goals, it is impossible to achieve success.

 “Winners imagine their dreams first. They want it with all their heart & expect it to come true. There’s no other way to live.” -Joe Montana

My Goals for Oak Grove Golf (immediate and long-term):

1. Win matches and tournaments (individual and team)—my long term goal.
2. All team members shoot bogie golf or better consistently

3. Qualify for the regional golf tournament (individual and team)

4. Win the Central Carolina Conference (individual and team)—my long term goal
5. Qualify for the 2A State Tournament (individual and team)
6. Best short game in the state

7. School record for lowest team score

8. Be the hardest working team in the state

9. Be the classiest acting team at every match and tournament we attend

10. 2-A State Champs!—my long term goal
11. Have fun, learn the game of golf and compete.
I look forward to working with you.
Coach Vaughn Black

Practices

Every golfer will be expected to attend all team practices. Practices will be held every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday at  Meadowlands Golf Club.  If the golf course is closed we might have a meeting at school to go over golf rules.  Listen to the afternoon announcements regarding changes in the practice schedule. Private lessons will supersede a regular practice but not qualifying rounds. Players must let me know in advance of private lessons they have scheduled. Golfers must also let me know in advance of any practice they will be unable to attend. Send me a Remind message or call my cell phone.  My cell number is 336-886-2663. You may leave a message or text if there is no answer.  Unexcused absences will not be tolerated. Students must be willing to commit. Practice attendance will be a factor in determining who plays in matches and tournaments.  An unexcused absence will result in loss of playing privileges for the next match. Three unexcused absences from practice will result in being dropped from the team.

Dress
1. For practices: all golfers must wear collared shirts and pants/shorts/skort). No t-shirts or athletic shorts/jeans will be allowed.

2.  For matches: all golfers will be required to wear the uniform of the day, which will be announced no later than the day before on the Remind app.

3. All golfers need golf shoes.

Matches/Tournaments

The roster will be chosen based on my observations during practice, qualifying scores, attitude, attendance, coachability, and work ethic. 
We will take the top 5 boys/girls to each match/tournament. This will be determined based on previous match performances and weekly qualifying rounds/practice sessions. To be considered for a match or tournament, a golfer must be able to keep their own score accurately, shoot a competitive score, and have a basic understanding of the rules and etiquette of golf. All golfers will demonstrate this to me directly on the course.

Lettering Policy

In order to earn a varsity letter, a golfer must be a member of the Oak Grove HS golf team and OGHS student body in good standing as well as meeting one of the following criteria:

1. Compete in more than 50% of the scheduled varsity golf tournaments throughout the year or qualify for the regional golf tournament.

2. Have a score count toward the team score in 2 matches
3. Be an integral part of the golf team for a minimum of 2 years and have shown the attitude and desire to improve his/her individual game.

The golf coach retains the right to award a letter to a golfer based on achievement throughout the year. Likewise, the coach reserves the right to deny a letter in the event the golfer has either been removed from the team for academic or disciplinary reasons, or has not represented the program with honor, integrity, and/or good sportsmanship.

Match and Tournament Expectations

1. All golfers will wear the team uniform of the day. No jeans will be permitted for tournaments.  In cold/wet weather, wind/rain pants may be worn.

2. Golfers will be expected to have plenty of golf balls, tees, and a ball marker/coin for match and tournament play. Optional equipment suggestions include: rain gear, umbrella, range finder, sunscreen, lip balm, glove, Band-Aids, water bottle, rule book, high protein snacks and divot repair tool.

3. All golfers will ride to away matches and tournaments with the team from school at the time prescribed.
4.  All players will be expected to remain at the tournament site until all of their teammates have finished and scores are posted. Students may leave with parents after being signed out.

5. Golfers should clean their clubs the night before play. Look sharp.

6. Each golfer will play with honor and integrity. Practice the 9 Core Values of Golf that we have discussed.  All players will abide by the USGA Rules of Golf. Cheating will not be tolerated.

